
COURSE SELECTION 101

Agenda:
House Bill 5 - Graduation Plans

Course Selection Process
Rank, GPA, and Your Transcript

Post-Secondary Prep



Counselors and Principals

Counselors
A-Di  Mrs. Kacy Warren

kacy.warren@lcisd.org

Dj-La Mrs. Christy Tucker

ctucker@lcisd.org

Le-Ra Mrs. Charlene Wright

Charlene.wright@lcisd.org

Re-Z   Mrs. Wendy Howe

Wendy.howe@lcisd.org

Mrs. Allison Parker – College & Career Facilitator

akparker@lcisd.org

Mrs. Kimberly Parker –

Counselors’ Secretary

Kimberly.parker@lcisd.org

Mrs. Jennifer Kipping – Registrar

jkipping@lcisd.org

Principals
Mr. Daniel Ward

dward@lcisd.org

Dr. Erin Forbes

eforbes@lcisd.org

Mr. Keith Williams

kwilliams@lcisd.org

Ms. Wendy Bradford

wbradford@lcisd.org

Ms. Kassandra McCann

kmccann@lcisd.org
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HB5 Basics 

• There are many careers out there, and LCISD students 
have a wealth of choices for their plans after high 
school. The foundation high school program plus 
endorsement helps students focus their interest, select 
their coursework, and better plan for their 
postsecondary training and education.  

• Also changed testing to End of Course (EOC/STAAR) 
Exam requirements:  English 1, English 2, Algebra 1, 
Biology, and US History





Endorsement Requirements

• Students entering 9th grade must indicate their 
Endorsement in writing via Skyward, and 
parents should review and sign Endorsement 
choice via Skyward as well.

• If you and/or your parents have not chosen or 
signed off on your endorsement via Skyward, 
this can be done now during course selection.

• Students may choose to change their 
Endorsement area, and parents must be 
notified. Opportunities to change an 
Endorsement will be during specified 
timeframes.



Construction – at Terry 
Computer Technology – at Terry
Automotive Technology – at Lamar
ROTC – bus to Lamar



Arts and Humanities Endorsement

• Languages Other Than English (LOTE):
• 4 levels of the same language in a LOTE OR
• 2 levels of the same language in a LOTE and 2 levels of a different 

language in a LOTE (ex. ASL 1, ASL 2, French 1, French 2)

• Fine Arts:
• 4 credits from 1 or 2 categories in Fine Arts (Art, Band, Choir, Dance, 

or Theatre)

• English:
• 3 English elective credits in addition to the 4 required credits (ex. 

Creative Writing, Literary Genres, Humanities)

• Social Studies:
• 2 Social Studies elective credits in addition to the 3 required credits



Business and Industry Endorsement

• Career and Technical Education (CTE):
• 16 pathway choices:

Animal Science Digital Communications
Plant Science Auto Tech & Diesel (@ Lamar/TSTC)

Carpentry (@ Terry) Culinary Arts
Design & Multimedia Arts Welding
Business Management Marketing & Sales
Computer Tech (@ Terry) HVAC (@ TSTC)
Manufacturing Technology (@ TSTC) Cyber Security (@ Terry/TSTC)

• English:
• 3 English elective credits in Broadcast Journalism, Newspaper, 

Yearbook, or Debate



Public Service Endorsement

• Career and Technical Education (CTE):
• 4 pathway options include:

• Family & Community Services
• Teaching & Training
• Health Science
• Law Enforcement (not currently offered on campus)

• JROTC (bus to Lamar)



STEM Endorsement

IMPORTANT:  Chemistry and Physics are required

• Engineering (Project Lead the Way): 
• 4 course sequence for PLTW

• Programming & Software Development 

• Math: 
• A total of 5 credits in math
• Must include Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and 2 additional 

math courses for which Algebra II is a prerequisite

• Science: 
• A total of 5 credits in science 
• Must include Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and 2 additional science 

course



Multidisciplinary Endorsement

 Advanced Courses:
 4 advanced courses (3rd or 4th course in a pathway) from within 

one or more endorsement areas

 Four by Four:
 Four courses in each of the four foundation subjects 

 English (must include English IV) 
 Math
 Science (must include Chemistry or Physics)
 Social Studies

 AP or Dual Credit:
 4 total credits of AP or Dual Credit courses from English, Math, 

Science, Social Studies, Economics, LOTE, or Fine Arts



Course Selection Process

 Parent Course Selection Night – January 26th (via Zoom)
 January 19th – February 6th:  Enter course choices + 

endorsement (if needed) online in Skyward
 February 22nd – March 12th:  Counselors will meet with all 

current Fulshear students individually to review courses & 
endorsement

 Course verification form will be given to you at your 
individual meeting – will need to be signed and 
returned by March 26th!!

 Please work together on these with your family – schedule 
changes are rare once the school year starts!



Tips for Online Course Selection

Talk to your current teachers to find out which level of 
your courses you should be signing up for (PreAP, AP, 
Academic?)  

Start with your 4 core classes (Eng, Math, Science, Social 
Studies), then pick your endorsement class.  Fill in the 
other 2 spots with anything you want!  Keep in mind the 
requirements you’ll need to have done before 
graduation!  Get some of those out of the way now.



Additional Notes

 Regardless of your endorsement, you can select 
from any course area to fill up the remaining spots 
in your schedule

 All students are eligible to take PreAP/AP courses 
regardless of their endorsement

 If you have no current career focus, choose the 
Multidisciplinary- 4x4 endorsement/pathway!  It’s 
the most flexible.

 Check your Course Selection Guide for pre-
requisites and a description of the classes.



College Admissions Repercussions

 Colleges DO NOT care which endorsement a student graduates with, just 
that they HAVE ONE
 It is advisable that students take relevant classes towards their college major, 

but is not a requirement for admissions.
 There is no endorsement that is “better”, “higher”, or “more college 

preparatory”.  The level of classes a student takes will determine how 
rigorous a transcript appears to a college during the admissions process, 
not their endorsement.

 To allow for the most opportunities after high school, our 
recommendations are:
 English 4 for the final English credit
 Chemistry AND Physics
 Math every year in high school, even if taking Algebra 1 in 8th grade
 FOUR Social Studies credits following the standard sequence (W Geo, W 

Hist, US History, Govt/Econ)
 ALWAYS check the admissions requirements for each college to plan 

accordingly



Information for our Athletes…

 If you don’t currently play a sport, you can’t sign up for one 
until you speak to the coach.  ATHLETICS CLASS = YOU ARE 
ON THE TEAM!!!  It is not a class to learn how to play.   That 
is regular PE.

 If you currently play more than one sport, add the sport 
that starts first into your schedule.  We will change you over 
to the next sport (as long as your schedule allows) at the 
end of your fall season.

 **NOTICE** Football, Cross Country, Volleyball, & Tennis all 
start August 1st. That’s 3 weeks before the start of the 
school year.  Keep that in mind when planning vacations.

 Students must have a completed physical and all Rank One 
paperwork on file to begin.



Rank & GPA Calculation



Rank & GPA

 1st high school rank/GPA is run in the spring of your 
sophomore year

 It will be viewable in Skyward briefly.  We will announce this 
via email, Twitter, and at school.

 Your grade level is determined by the number of credits you 
earn each semester.
 To be a sophomore, you must have 5.5 credits
 To be a junior, you must have 12 credits
 To be a senior, you must have 19 credits
 FAILING CLASSES OR LOSING CREDIT DUE TO ATTENDANCE CAN 

KEEP YOU FROM MOVING ON TO THE NEXT GRADE LEVEL!!!



Transcripts 101

 Record of ALL high school credits taken (even in 
junior high!)

 Is the official document sent to colleges and NCAA 
for admissions/eligibility

 Some of the codes that you will see are:
 PreAP
 AP
 Junior High
 Summer School
 Loss of credit due to attendance







Post-secondary Prep

 Start building your resume!
 Get involved in clubs, sports, volunteer opportunities, 

etc.!
 Take on a leadership role!
 Ideal to relate your career interest with your activities

 Create a College Board account (if you haven’t 
already)
 Link it to Khan Academy – GREAT free test prep tool
 Explore their Big Future webpage – AWESOME info 

about colleges and majors, careers, scholarships, etc.



SchooLinks

• LCISD’s College and Career 
Exploration Tool grades 6-12

• It is a modern College & 
Career Readiness platform 
with over 80 experiences 
such as career interest 
inventory assessments, 
college and career search, 
internship matching, 
portfolio, scholarships  and 
more

• The journey begins in MS/JH

• LCISD’s College and Career Exploration 
Tool for grades 6-12

• It is a modern College & Career 
Readiness platform with over 80 
experiences such as career interest 
inventory assessments, college and 
career search, internship matching, 
portfolio, scholarships and more

• This can be accessed through the 
student’s Class Link account.

• Mrs. Parker, our College/Career 
Facilitator can help students navigate 
SchooLinks.



Resources to Help

 LCISD Website
 Under Students & Parents tab – House Bill 5 Information
 Course Catalog (course descriptions, schedule change policy, 

PreAP/AP course expectations)
 Endorsement Flowcharts

 Fulshear HS Website
 Your current counselor
 Current teachers or trusted adults, especially for 

placement suggestions in PreAP/AP classes!



Stop by and ask or e-mail us!

Mrs. Warren:  kacy.warren@lcisd.org
Mrs. Tucker: ctucker@lcisd.org
Mrs. Wright: Charlene.wright@lcisd.org
Mrs. Howe: wendy.howe@lcisd.org

Questions?
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